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DECISION NOTICE: 10 July 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting of: 

 
Standards Assessment Panel: 
Jeremy Thomas (Monitoring Officer) 
Chris Ballinger (Independent Person) 
Godfrey Cole (Independent Person) 
Ben Simpson (Independent Person) 
 
Oxford City Council Officers: 
Sarah Claridge (Democratic Services Officer) 
Safia Mukaddam (Trainee Solicitor) 
 

Date of meeting: 7 July 2014 
Complaint against: Councillor Sajjad Malik 
Complainant: Matthew Neville 
Date of Complaint:           10 June 2014     

 
 

 
Complaint  
 
It was alleged that a post placed on Councillor Malik’s Facebook page on 9 June 2014 
stating “Today we Elected the first Pakistan Lord Mayor. Congratulations to Cllr Abbasi”, 
was a racist remark. The Complainant considered that Councillor Malik’s comment on the 
social network site breached the Code of Members’ Conduct. 
 
Consideration 
 
The Monitoring Officer reviewed the complaint and consulted with the Independent 
Persons appointed by the City Council to advise on Standards complaints, at a 
Standards Assessment Panel meeting on 7 July 2014. The purpose of the consideration 
was to determine whether the complaint merited investigation. The Monitoring Officer 
wrote to Councillor Malik with a copy of the complaint and asked Councillor Malik if he 
would like to provide a response. A written response was received from Councillor Malik 
on 26 June 2014 in the following terms “My comment about the new Lord Mayor reflected 
the speeches made at the Annual Meeting of the City Council in proposing and 
seconding Cllr Abbasi, and I believe that it was an entirely legitimate celebration of the 
fact that the City’s ethnic diversity had finally been reflected in the highest civic office.” 
 
The Monitoring Officer and Independent Persons considered the following evidence at 
the meeting convened on 7 July 2014, - the complaint, the written response received 
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from Councillor Malik and the official Oxford City Council video footage of the Mayor 
Making Ceremony on 9 June 2014 (specifically the speeches made by the proposer and 
seconder to elect Councillor Abassi as Lord Mayor and the acceptance speech made by 
him). 
 
Decision 
 
Having considered all of the written and recorded material it was decided that the 
complaint did not merit formal investigation. 
 
The Monitoring Officer and Independent Persons considered that Councillor Malik was 
acting in his official capacity as a Councillor when he posted the relevant comment on 
Facebook. The Monitoring Officer and Independent Persons concluded that only 
paragraph 9 of the Code and in particular the obligation to “act within the law” could 
potentially be engaged but only if the comment posted by Councillor Malik was racist. 
 
In relation to whether the posted remark was racist the Panel concluded that it wasn’t. 
The Panel noted that Councillor Price in his speech at the Mayor making ceremony 
acknowledged Councillor Abassi as the City’s first Pakistani Lord Mayor.   
 
The Panel concluded that the comment was merely factual in nature and that its purpose 
was to celebrate ethnic diversity in Oxford and could not be perceived as anything other 
than supportive of community cohesion in the city. The Panel did not consider that the 
comment had any of the features of a racist comment in that it was not abusive, 
aggressive, prejudicial, discriminatory or antagonistic.  
 
The Monitoring Officer and Independent Persons considered that the comment made by 
Councillor Malik on Facebook was not a breach of the Code and that paragraphs 9, 10, 
11 or 12 were not engaged or breached in the circumstances. 
 
The Panel concluded that no further action was required. 
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